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4 August 1859

Holland, Michigan

A news note in De Hollander reported on the visit of Rev. Isaac N. Wyckoff to the city. He was
very well received again. He even gave part of his address in Dutch. He had been in the ministry
for forty five years and it was likely it would be his last visit to Holland,
In Dutch; translation by Simone Kennedy, 2002.
Original in the archives of the Holland Museum.

1859, 08-04

Translation by Simone Kennedy

De Hollander, Thursday 4 August 1859
Dr. De Witt visits from New York

As mentioned before, last Thursday night the honorable Dr. De Witt, from New York,
spoke in the Hollandse [Dutch] church before a large crowd that had come together from
several regions of the Colony. Even though this was his first (and probably his last) visit
to our Colony, he showed us his affinity (that had already started in 1846, with a visit to
the Netherlands, and increased continuously after our arrival here) — notwithstanding his
old age — by addressing us for a while in Dutch. His speech can be summarized as
follows: "You may forget me, but never forget the words from the general letter from
Jude, verses 20 and 21: "But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy
faith; praying in the Holy Spirit; keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting anxiously
for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to eternal life." He — one of the fathers of the
Dutch gereformeerde kerk (as we can call him), who served this church for forty-five
years — gave a brief, powerful and very serious exegesis and confession of faith, which
made a big impression and will not easily be forgotten. He arrived last Tuesday, together
with the Rev. Oggel, and departed last Friday, but not before admiring our harbor —
which is so important in its connections.
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